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May 27, 2025 

 

Steve White 
1010 N Burrage St.  
Portland, OR 97217 
 
Steve, 

 

You contacted me because you were concerned about a European white birch (Betula pendula) 
street tree growing in front of 1010 N Burrage Street in Portland. You asked Nidus Consulting to 
perform a Level 2 Basic Tree Risk Assessment on this single tree. I inspected the tree on May 
6, 2025. This letter contains my assessments and recommendations. 
 

Overall, the tree posed a moderate risk to parked vehicles and a low risk to people. I 

recommend removing the tree. You (Steve) are the risk manager for the tree and must decide 

what level of risk you can tolerate and how to care for this tree. The removal of street trees in 

the City of Portland requires a removal and replanting permit.   

 

The birch’s trunk was 22 inches in diameter and was approximately 50 feet tall. The tree was in 

very poor condition, leaning to the northwest over the street with one stem separating into two at 

20 feet. The tree is primarily dead with some epicormic growth around large cuts at 20 feet. At 

least one small dead branch was broken and 

hanging from other branches. Several branches 

up to 16 inches in diameter have previously 

broken and fallen out of the tree. Many similar 

branches remained in the tree. I expect them to 

fail in the next two years. There were small 

fruiting bodies on the main trunk and five 2-inch 

nesting holes at 30 feet.  

 

I followed The International Society of 

Arboriculture Tree Risk Assessment Best 

Management Practices, which describes a 

process of assessing risk between Low and 

Extreme.  I assessed the two most likely ways in 

which the tree could fail (upper branch failure 

and codominant tree failure) and the three most 

likely targets (people, parked cars and utility 

lines). I assessed the likelihood of failure, 

likelihood of impact and consequences of each 

of these failure types to arrive at an overall risk 

rating for the tree. I used a two-year timeframe 

and considered typical weather conditions. An 

abnormal weather event can cause defect-free 

trees to fail, making tree risk assessments under 

these conditions very difficult.  

The European white birch growing as a street 

tree is in very poor condition. 

https://www.portland.gov/trees/treepermits/removal-and-replanting-permits
https://wwv.isa-arbor.com/store/product/324
https://wwv.isa-arbor.com/store/product/324
https://wwv.isa-arbor.com/store/product/324
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Many birches in the region are in decline from 

bronze birch borer (Agrilus anxius) damage. 

These birches tend to die from the top down, 

with small upper branches dropping first, 

followed by the lower, mid-sized branches 

failing. This tree began declining from a 

combination of water stress and bronze birch 

borer. While I assessed root, base and stem 

failures, the most likely failure mode is a 

codominant (red circle in photo) or upper 

branch failure (orange circle in photo). 

 

The likelihood of the tree having upper branch 

failure or splitting at the codominant union is 

probable. The tree was leaning into the street, 

away from the power lines and the sidewalk.  

 

The parked cars are frequently within the 

target zone, and the direction of fall is 

towards the cars, so the likelihood of impact 

is medium. The consequences of 

codominant failure could be significant, potentially destroying a car. While cars are valuable, 

they are not as valuable as human life. The risk rating for parked cars is moderate.  

 

Overall, the risk to people from this tree is low. Both the sidewalk and the road are occasionally 

occupied by people walking, riding bicycles, or driving cars. The tree is leaning away from the 

sidewalk, so it is unlikely that a falling branch will strike pedestrians walking there. People riding 

or driving in the street move quickly through the space, and cars provide additional protection to 

for the people. It is unlikely that a person will be struck while traveling on the street.  

 

The tree was leaning away from the utility lines with only small branches around the lines so the 

likelihood of impact is low. These lines only serve a few houses, so the consequences are minor 

and the risk is low. 

 

Please contact me with any questions.  

 

 
Sadie Wechsler 
Consulting Arborist  

Nidus Consulting 

Tree Risk Assessment Qualified Certified Arborist #PN-10269A 

 

Broken and dead branches in the upper canopy 

(orange) and the codominant union (red) are 

the two places, based on the failure profile, that 

birches often fail. 

https://extension.oregonstate.edu/catalog/pub/em-9189-homeowner-guide-managing-bronze-birch-borer
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/ag8lpqqss1ncxsx0vd9rq/Sadie-Wechsler-CV.pdf?rlkey=11ucd1ik3wtqe1lkf2am3f8os&dl=0

