




Trees and Construction (continued) 

However, I wane to incorporate information in addi
tion to tree condition. I look for site factors char will 
someday influence the tree's condition but have nor yet. I 
consider what I know about the tree species and what I 
have noticed about the success of other trees of this spe
cies on construction projects. I consider whether it is an 
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invasive species in the area or how desirable of a species it 
is. These are considerations chat do not influence my con
dition ratings. 

Next, I adjust the suitability for preservation rating 
downwards if the tree is growing in an unsuitable loca
tion, doesn't tolerate root loss, or is invasive. So, a tree in 
good condition may by ranked as moderate suitability 
for preservation when these other factors are considered 
(Figure 3). 

I rarely (if ever) adjust suitability for preservation rat
ings upward. Occasionally, a tree in fair condition may 
have high suitability for preservation. But generally, I 
don't do this. 

Let's go back ro the four trees in our project. 

Tree#l 
Tree# l (Figure 4) is a European white birch (Benda pen
dula) street tree growing near Portland, Oregon. le has 
two codominanr stems with included bark and a dense 
green crown. Although it appears healthy, I assessed chis 
tree to be in fair condition because of its structure. I rated 
ic as having low suitability for preservation (Figure 5). 

Trees with hw mitability far preservation include those 
that are in poor condition, have short remaining life 
spans, have poor aesthetics, are intolerant of construc
tion damage, or are invasive. 

Figure 4. Tree #1. European white birch (Betu/a pendu/a); 
DBH: 9,8 in (23,20 cm); Condition: Fair; Suitability for 
preservation: Low. 










